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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 6/26/08 . 
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3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) ^All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Objections withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Rejections withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Rejections withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-12, 15 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
While Kobayashi teaches a management method for a removable device, 
including a parts cassette or a suction nozzle, that is attachable to an apparatus and is 
removable from the apparatus (Fig. 2, cartridges), the management method comprising: 
one or more removable devices each of which has an identification code given thereto 
for identifying the corresponding removable device (See Fig. 2, cartridges, Col. 11, lines 
59-67, the cartridge ID bar code); a database (Figs. 1 and 12, element 31a, database) 
for storing maintenance data for the one or more removable device (Figs. 1 and 12, 
element 31a, database; Col. 12, lines 22-40, database stores/updates an inventory 
parts file; Fig. 14, elements 102, the examiner respectfully submits that the inventory 
parts file indicating the number of remaining parts is maintenance data for one or more 
cartridges because Kobayashi teaches that "if parts run out during the mounting of parts 
by a mounting machine, reel replacement processing is executed. At this time a new 
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reel is found and loaded in a cartridge" in Col. 31, lines 29-33; See Fig. 2, cartridges), 
the maintenance data including location data indicating the location of the removable 
device in a component-mounting plant (Fig. 14, element 102, cartridge ID; Col. 11, lines 
59-64 and Col. 17, lines 41-44, the cartridge ID is the address on the storage rack, Col. 
31, lines 11-28, cartridge ID address changed to part setting position; Col. 1, lines 5-9, 
SMT manufacturing); a data management unit (Col. 12, lines 22-29, Figs. 1 and 12, 
server 31) for recording and reading the maintenance data for each removable device 
into/from the database (Col. 12, lines 22-29, Figs. 1 and 12, server 31 and database 
31a, server registers each type of file, the files are added on and updated); a 
communication device (Fig. 12, element 41, Col. 13, lines 21-24, LAN) for sending and 
receiving the maintenance data between a terminal and the data management unit (Col. 

1 1 , lines 25-52, personal computer manages inventory parts file, including the number 
of remaining parts; Fig. 12, element 32, personal computer, Col. 12, lines 48-51; Fig. 

12, element 31, server, Col. 12, lines 22-28, server registers each type of file, the files 
are added on and updated); wherein the data management unit stores the received 
maintenance data for each of the identification codes of the removable devices (Fig. 12, 
element 31, server, Col. 12, lines 22-28, server registers each type of file, the files are 
added on and updated; Fig. 14, element 102, parts inventory file, cartridge ID and 
number of parts remaining), the received maintenance data including the location data 
(Fig. 14, element 102, cartridge ID; Col. 11, lines 59-64 and Col. 17, lines 41-44, the 
cartridge ID is the address on the storage rack); the terminal including reading device 
for reading an identification code of one or more of the one or more removable devices 
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(See Fig. 2, element 32 includes element 33, barcode reader; Col. 12, lines 51-54, 
reading cartridge ID), and inputting and outputting the read identification code together 
with the maintenance data (Col. 1 1 , lines 25-52, personal computer manages inventory 
parts file, including the number of remaining parts, Col. 12, lines 5-20, personal 
computer changes the information of the location of the reel to the cartridge ID, Col. 12, 
lines 22-40, inventory management file is stored in and updated in database, the 
examiner respectfully submits that the personal computer managing inventory parts file 
(the inventory management file including the number of remaining parts and cartridge 
ID) stored in and updated in database over a LAN (Fig. 12) is inputting and outputting 
the read identification code together with the maintenance data); wherein inputting of a 
destination location of a device or anything by the terminal occurs every time the 
location of the removable device changes (Col. 30, lines 14-24, Col. 12, lines 5-20, 
cartridge extracted and location of reel in the inventory parts management file is 
changed to the cartridge ID; Col. 30, lines 25-36, cartridge separated from reel and the 
location of the reel is changed to free; Col. 31, lines 11-20, cartridge set on cartridge 
table and reel location is changed to part setting position); wherein reading of the 
identification code of the removable device occurs every time the location of the 
removable device changes (Col. 30, lines 14-24, Col. 12, lines 5-20, cartridge extracted 
and the cartridge ID is read; Col. 30, lines 25-36, cartridge separated from reel and the 
cartridge ID is read; Col. 31, lines 11-20, cartridge set on cartridge table and the 
cartridge ID is read); wherein the maintenance data further includes history data 
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including performance of the removable device (Col. 15, lines 44-45, the number is 
decremented). 

And, Fujiwara teaches a mobile terminal (Fig. 1, element 1) including reading 
device for reading an identification code of a device (page 4, paragraph 83, component 
code), and having a function of inputting and outputting the read identification code 
together with maintenance data (Page 4, paragraphs 86 and 88, component code, 
ordering quantity, time and date, automatic ordering of out-of-stock components); and 
communication device, including a PHS radio communication device (Pages 3-4, 
paragraph 80; Fig. 1 , elements 3, 31 , 32) for sending and receiving the maintenance 
data between the mobile terminal and a data management unit (Fig. 1, element 33). 

And, U.S. Pat. No. 6,609,41 to Sanka et al teaches a database storing cassette 
repair status (Col. 16, lines 28-67). 

Referring to claim 1 , none of Kobayashi, Fujiwara, or Sanaka, taken either alone 
or in obvious combination disclose a management method for a removable device, 
including a parts cassette or a suction nozzle, that is attachable to an apparatus and is 
removable from the apparatus having all the claimed features of applicant's instant 
invention, specifically including: "storing maintenance data for the removable device in a 
computer readable medium of a data management unit, the maintenance data including 
location data indicating the location of the removable device in a component-mounting 
plant;" and "wherein the maintenance data further includes history data including 
performance of the removable device and history of repair". 
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Referring to claim 6, none of Kobayashi, Fujiwara, or Sanaka, taken either alone 
or in obvious combination disclose a system for managing a removable device that is 
attachable to an apparatus and is removable from the apparatus having all the claimed 
features of applicant's instant invention, specifically including: "a plurality of removable 
devices each of which has an identification code given thereto for identifying the 
corresponding removable device; a database for storing maintenance data for each 
removable device, the maintenance data including location data indicating the location 
of the removable device;" and "wherein the maintenance data further includes history 
data including performance of the removable device and history of repair". 

Claims 2-4, 7-12, 15, depend from claims 1 or 6 and are therefore also allowable. 
It is for these reasons that applicant's invention defines over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean P. Shechtman whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3754. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am-6:00pm, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on (571) 272-3819. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SPS 

Sean P. Shechtman 
August 8, 2008 



/Sean P. Shechtman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2121 



